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Abstract

Over the past seventy-five years, the collaboration during the Second World War and the
colonization of the Congo have been scrutinized in Belgium more than once. Especially since the
turn of the century, when both events began to be regarded as historical injustices committed by
Belgium as a nation, debates on their course, reinterpretations, and instrumentalizations have
proliferated in public discourse. Using a comparative long-term approach, this thesis explores
how social groups in Belgium have represented such controversial aspects of their in-group’s
history over the past seven decades.

First, a discourse analysis of memory narratives in contemporary newspapers and history
textbooks traces the changes and continuities in the social representations of collaboration and
colonisation, from 1944 and 1960, respectively, to 2020. These representations are then assessed
against their sociohistorical and discursive backgrounds at regional, national and transnational
levels, showing how evolving perceptions of immorality have interacted heavily with collective
memories of both events.

Subsequently, by comparing these narrative constructions and the meanings attributed to them, the
thesis studies the memory mechanisms through which communities in Belgium have addressed
reminders of historical immorality at given times. As such, the research examines how practices
and ideas on how to engage with historical injustices have shifted since the Second World War
against various sociohistorical and discursive contexts, as well as changes in the temporal and
emotional distance from the events in question..
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